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Before the Korean war, in order to visit Manchuria from North Kerea, it was
necessary for a Soviet citizen or a national of any ownbry in the Communist
bloc to obiain & Chinese entry visa from the embassy in Pyongyan:.

A Soviet eitizen required {irst an endorsement from !.s employer stabing
that he nlanned te enter Manchuria and giving the reasn for his trip and
details ol date, route, ote., With this endorsement, s passport was pre-
sented at the Soviel embassy in Pyongyang for enderser:t, The enbsssy
assumed responsibility for obtaining a visa from the C.nese embassy ond,
after that vas sccured, an cxit permit frem the Morth 1:-can Ministry of
Forelgn Affairs, With the Soviet embassy handiing thes . papors, it usually
required only one day for the entirce procedure,

A Soviet citizen of enigre origin, as distingviched frow . Moscos Sovied
national, followed a slightly different course. If he wi> empicyod, he
anplied for the eumployer's cndorsemeont, then for an =ndor- uent from the
Sovict embassy in the same vay as a HMoscow Soviet., MHe war ~oquired, hou-
ever, to amear in person a2t the Chinese embassy te a27ly v his visa to
Mencmuria, and, when that was obtained, to apply perscnall; ic the linistry
of Foreign Affsirs for his exdt nermit., The vhole procodur: tock three to
four days.

Unemployed Soviet citizens of emizre origin received their f'ist enderse-
nent f'rom the chalrman of the Soviet Citizens Assccizilon of ®-ongymngz. Be-
fors sranting the endorsement; the chairmen sceretly conferrc ith the
Sovict embassy to obitain their anoroval., In sane cases, the «.ascy advised
the chairnen to delay the endorsenent for several days under 1o protext
while an investigmation was made into the purpose of the projec.x! trip. The
applicant was never informed of the reason for the delsy. Afte the Soviet
Citizens Associatlon had endorsed the application, the procedurc Jcr ob-
taining vlsa and oxit nemait was the sane as for employed poerson, the ap-
plicont visiting cach ggency in person.,
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